THE   HIDDEN    SIDE   OF   RELIGIONS.       Ij

intellect, but of unregulated desires, men
moved by separative instincts, seeking- the
gain of their separate selves and careless
of the common good. They would be
attracted by the idea of gaining powers
which would raise them above the general
level, and place ordinary humanity at their
mercy, and would rush to acquire the
knowledge which exalts its possessors to a
superhuman rank. They would, by its
possession, become yet more selfish and
confirmed in their separateness, their pride
would be nourished and their sense of
aloofness intensified, and thus they would
inevitably be driven along the road which
leads to diabolism, the Left Hand Pathj
whose goal is isolation and not union.
And they would not only themselves suffer
in their inner nature, but they would also
become a menace to Society, already
suffering sufficiently at the hands of men
whose intellect is more evolved than their
conscience. Hence arises the necessity of
withholding" certain teachings from those
who, morally, are as yet unfitted to receive
them ; and this necessity presses on every
Teacher who is able to impart such know-